Synthesis and in vitro antiprotozoal evaluation of substituted phenalenone analogues.
A set of derivatives encompassing structural modifications on the privileged phenalenone scaffold were assessed for their antiparasitic activities against the most clinically relevant forms of trypanosomiasis and leishmaniasis. Several compounds exhibited leishmanicidal effects at levels comparable or better than the reference drug pentamidine, while the parent phenalenone was shown to have a level of activity against Trypanosoma cruzi comparable to the marketed drug benznidazole.